ROTC Life and Faith
Leaders Guide

Lesson 1 - Priorities

Principle - The Military and your Faith require a high level of commitment that affects all other priorities.
The military requires a high level of commitment that affects all other relationships and commitments. Our commitment to the military affects where we live, what we do, how much time we have available for our other relationships. 

Our decisions in life reflect our level of commitments to relationships. How can we balance our relationships and commitments so that we are living with correct priorities? That is the question that the first Character Quality Study answers.
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Page one of the study provides questions and a principle to introduce the main issue (How are we to prioritize our commitments and relationships so that we live according to God’s priorities?). The questions are designed to get the reader to understand how this issue impacts them on a daily basis in the military or cadet life.

The main objective of page one is to get the person to realize that they make decisions everyday that come from realized or unrealized relationship priorities. Therefore, if they have a correct understanding and commitment to Godly priorities in relationships and commitments, they will make wise decisions that are rooted in God’s will for their lives. 
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Page two looks into the scriptures to see what should be the #1 priority of a disciple of Jesus. Two hard-hitting passages make it clear what relationship should take priority over all others. The lesson learned from these passages is that we need to have a Supreme and Incomparable love for Jesus.

Matthew 10:27

“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”

Matthew uses the word “more than” as a principle of comparison. When we compare our relationship with Jesus to other relationships, even those of family, we are to always love Jesus more. What does it mean to love Jesus more? We will discuss this later in this article.

Luke 14:26
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.”

Luke uses the word “hate” as a principle of contrast. In the Old and New Testament, the word “hate” and “love” are sometimes used to emphasize “rejecting” and “choosing.” Romans 9:13 says, “Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” This statement means that God chose Jacob as the heir to the Abrahamic Covenant and rejected Esau as the heir. It is not used in the emotional sense. 

When you get married, you stand in front of God and witnesses and say, “I take you as my husband/wife, forsaking all others.” You proclaim on that day, that out of all the men/women available, you choose this one, rejecting all others. When a priority decision has to be made and you compare your relationship with your spouse to all others, you will always choose your spouse over others.

Jesus is telling us that if we wish to be His disciples, we must have a supreme and incomparable love for him. When a decision needs to be made about our relationship with Him and others, we have already made the decision beforehand to choose Him. So what does this look like? How are other relationships affected by our commitment to Jesus as our #1 love? 
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How do we balance out relationships and commitments? I believe we live a balanced life by not only setting up priorities, but by seeing how they are interconnected. The following passage sums up relationships in the Christian life:

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” – Mark 12:30-31
So we have two commands, Love God, Love Neighbor as Myself. Every relationship is included in this principle. God, Others, Myself. Notice that “You” are included in both commands.

1. Self loves God.

2. Self loves Neighbor as Self.

Notice the difference in how to love God and Neighbor.

1. Self loves God with all Heart, Mind, Soul, and Strength. This is a passionate love reserved for an all-knowing, all-powerful, all-loving God. We love Him with every fiber of our being. This is a love of complete dependence and commitment. This is a love of Passion.

2. Self loves Neighbor as Self would love Self. This is a love to a sinful, fallen person. Jesus describes this type of love when He says in John 15:12, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” This is a love of Compassion.
The Christian life is a two-fold movement. I am willing to give all that I am and give up all that the world has to offer to go to Jesus. When I get to Jesus, having given up all things, He sends me back to the world to “Love each other as I have loved you.” So we go to Jesus everyday, denying self, and we go to the world everyday, being sent by Jesus to love my neighbor.

In order to love others well, I must have an intimate relationship with Jesus. My relationship with Him flows into all my other relationships. He guides how I love everyone else. Therefore…

My love relationship with Christ is the priority in all my other relationships.

Jesus teaches me how to love everyone else. If my relationship with Him is good, then I know how to love everyone else. Therefore, everyone else benefits. 
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How do I know how to love others the way Jesus loves me? By looking to the Scriptures to see how God wants us to love others. On this page I made a column chart with four possible relationships that cadets have. It is a helpful exercise to begin to list passages of Scripture that teach us how Jesus wants us to love these relationships. 

If I am walking with Jesus, how does He want me to treat my family, friends, dates, and other cadets? Discuss practical ways you can live it out this week. 

The first step in balancing life’s priorities is to have a supreme and incomparable love for Jesus. If you do not have a relationship with Jesus, go to www.fourspirituallaws.com to see what the Scriptures have to say about beginning a relationship with Jesus.

If all our relationships are like a wheel, our relationship with Jesus is the hub. Jesus is the center part of the hub and we are the next ring of the hub. Jesus loves and balances all our relationships through us, traveling through the spokes to all of our relationships. The more we know and love Jesus, the better we are able to balance all our other relationships through love.
Lesson 2 - Training

Principle - Being a good cadet/midshipman and disciple of Christ requires training.

The goal of this study is to have the cadets/midshipmen not only desire to be trained by God’s word, but to give them the tools to study God’s word. They are in a culture of training in ROTC that develops them into men and women who value development and training. They are in a culture that shapes them 24/7. It changes their character, speech, appearance, emotional capacity, etc… If they will allow ROTC to change who they are, will they not allow their creator to mold them into the people He wants them to be?
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This page introduces the principle and allows for discussion around the character quality of training – the desire and action to develop oneself.

How will being in ROTC develop you into the kind of person you want to be?

What can the cadre do to help you develop into the kind of person you want to be?

These two questions open the discussion around their experience in ROTC. During the discussion, try to point our through their answers how they are willingly allowing ROTC to train them to become cadets.

How does God train us to be the kind of people He wants us to be?

Now we move the discussion to how God trains us. If they allow upperclassmen to develop them, will they not allow God to develop them? The goal of the first page is to leave them asking how they can allow God to train them.
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Being trained by God requires a regular study of God’s word. Jesus states in John 8:31-32, that if believers are to be disciples (learners) of Jesus, they must continue, abide, or remain, in His words.

What does it mean to continue, remain, or abide in His word?  To abide means to remain or continue in the realm or sphere in which you find yourself. Cadets abide in ROTC 24/7 and they allow it to train them. Jesus says that if we are to be His disciples, we must continue being trained in His word.

Abiding is a relationship and a responsibility. It takes both to remain. We must be in a relationship with Jesus. It is He that teaches us and He who loves us. To have a relationship with someone requires knowing them and loving them. 

Abiding is also a responsibility. We must obey what Jesus asks. You are trained in ROTC because you do what is asked. So you must obey Jesus in order to be trained by Him.

· If you have enough faith to trust your daily training to the military, how much more should you trust your regular training in life to the Word of God?

· What keeps you from spending time regularly in God’s Word?
· When would be a good time for you to spend time in God’s Word?

These questions are designed to move the issue from head to heart and hands. You can use these questions to determine the motivation level of the cadets to study God’s word. You don’t need to force them, just use these questions to determine where they are at so you can continue to motivate them to the next level.
If you fell they are really motivated, you can create some accountability systems for them. Maybe a buddy system or they can write down their goals and you can hold them accountable. If a sophomore holds them accountable daily for how nice their shoes are shined, how much more important is it for us to have others hold us accountable to develop our hearts to follow after Christ?

The goal at this point is to have them ready to study God’s word on a regular basis, but how? That will be discussed in the next two pages.
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How does God’s word train us? Surprisingly, very similar to how an upperclassman trains a freshman. 

2 Tim 3:16-17 says there are four ways that the Scriptures are profitable for the purpose of equipping us for every good work. They are explained in the four bullet points.

Notice the chart. Staring from the left, the goal of training is to teach us so that we can be trained to live righteously (rightly as a Christian). The goal of ROTC is to teach the freshmen so that they can live rightly as a cadet. That requires mind, heart, and hands training. 

The problem with going straight from teaching to right living is that we have many bad habits and attitudes that require addressing. That is where reproof (exposing the wrong) and correction (showing the right) come in. Let’s look at two examples. Feel free to substitute your own more relevant examples.
1. Shiny Shoes – You teach a freshman to shine his or her shoes during the first week. During week three, you notice their shoes are terrible. You expose this fault to them. Find out why they are so bad. Is it wrong method or lack of proper time they spend shining their shoes? You then correct the situation by showing the correct method, having another fish with shiny shoes show them, or have them commit more time to shoes and report back. They then develop proper habits to have shiny shoes for the next four years. They have been trained in the right way.

2. Attitude – On page 4, you will read Philippians 2:3-5 which talks about how we are to have an attitude of humility. As you try and apply this, you realize that you do not have as much humility as God would like you to have. You think of yourself way too often and you do not think of others often enough. The word of God has exposed (rebuked) this faulty attitude. The passage tells you to think of others as more important than yourself, so you commit to doing that this week. You make time to seek the needs of your friends and helping them. You read more in God’s word about loving others and you correct your attitude. Now that you have allowed God to developed habits of service in your life, you more naturally seek to meet others needs.

You can use this method with anything you are teaching in ROTC as well as using it to allow God’s word to develop you. What is the subject being taught? Is there any wrong that is exposed? How can I correct it? How will my life now look so that I make this a part of my life?

They are now ready to put this method into practice studying passages of Scripture.
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A Method to Studying God’s word.

This page will help anyone become a better student of God’s word. It is a simple, Biblical method to studying God’s word so that it becomes part of their life. 

Using Philippians 2:3-5, walk through the chart. If you are out of time, allow them to do this part this week and begin next session by walking through their answers.

Make a couple of copies of this sheet or download it from the website (Bible Study Method Chart) to give out so that they can continue to practice with different passages during the week. When studying other passages, use this method to reinforce the skill and allow them to make this method a habit when studying the scriptures.

Lesson 3 – Sacrifice
Principle – The Military and your Faith require that you deny yourself as the authority and focus of your life.

The goal of this study is to move from a self-focused life to a life that is focused on Christ. In order to be in ROTC, one must put aside one’s own self-interests. That person must allow another to have authority in their life on a daily basis. A cadet knows what it is like to deny what they want to do on a daily basis in order to accomplish what ROTC would have of them. If a cadet can allow upperclassmen to have authority in their lives, how much more should they be able to deny themselves in order to allow Christ to have authority in their lives?

Page 1

This page introduces the principle and allows for discussion around the character quality of denying a self-centered life.

Why are you willing to give up being the authority and focus of your life to be in the military? 

Do you notice cadets who are more focused on their own interest than the interest of the military? How would you describe them? 

These two questions open the discussion around their experience in ROTC. During the discussion, try to point out through their answers how they are willingly denying themselves in order to be in ROTC.

What bad habits or personal characteristics (such as laziness, anger, etc.) would you like to change in your life so that you can be the best student, cadet, friend?

This question is designed to point out that there are specific areas in everyone’s life that needs to change. There are things in our lives that lead us to do or be what we do not wish to be or do. We deny ourselves so that others can change us to be or do what we cannot do ourselves. This study will focus on how we can deny ourselves so that Christ can change us.
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Being a follower of Christ requires us to deny ourselves as the authority and focus of our lives. This lesson introduces the passage we will use for the next three studies. This one focuses on what it means to “deny himself.”

This command needs to be put in context. This command follows an interaction between Jesus and His disciples around a disagreement on what Jesus was going to do. Jesus just told Peter that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer, die on a cross, and rise from the dead. Peter could not stand the thought of Jesus dying. Peter rebuked Jesus, telling Him this would never happen. Jesus told Peter to “Get behind me, Satan,” because he was not looking to God’s interests, but to man’s. Jesus exposed Peter’s attitude of self-interest, which led Jesus to tell all His disciples that they must deny themselves. They were to deny what they wanted, and seek what God wanted. 

So the central issue is to deny one’s own self-interest in order to seek God’s interest. 

Why do you follow the ways of the military even when it goes against what you want? 

This question is designed to point out that cadets already deny themselves so that they can accomplish the interests of the military.

When our interests conflict with what God tells us are His interests, how should we respond? Why? 

Are there things that God wants to do in your life that you are denying because of your own interests or desires? 

These two questions are designed to move the discussion from the principles applied to cadet life to the principles as they apply to our life in Christ.

The goal at this point is to have them at a place where they are willing to turn their focus from themselves to God. The next two pages will describe how.
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This page is designed to point out that there is a spiritual battle going on within us between God’s Spirit and ourselves. 

Galatians 5:16-17 

“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.”
There is always a part of us that wants to seek our own interest and desires apart from Christ. That is what the Scriptures call the flesh. When we become Christians, the Spirit of God comes and lives in our lives. The flesh is still present, but we also have the Spirit of God living in us. So, we can focus on our own interests and live according to the flesh, or we can deny the flesh and yield our lives to the control and direction of the Spirit.

The goal of this page is to realize that there is a battle going on for our interests, and desire to live according to God’s interests. The next page will show how we can do this on a daily basis.
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“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”  Ephesians 5:18

Ever been drunk? Alcohol fills your body and changes who you are and how you behave. It causes you to act differently. Instead of allowing alcohol to control us, we should be filled (drunk) with the Spirit. Then the Spirit controls who you are and how you behave.

The three-step exercise is designed to get in the habit of denying ourselves and yielding control of our interests and lives to Christ. It is a command to be filled with the Spirit. Jesus states that if we ask anything according to His will, He will do it. So if we desire to be filled with the Spirit, if we confess our sins, if we ask Him to fill us, it will be done. 

Lesson 4 – Submission

Principle – The Military and your Faith require that you submit to the will of the authority over you.

This is the second study in the three studies relating to the one passage. These three studies flow in logical progression. It may be helpful to summarize last week and show how it flows into this week. In the last study, we saw how we must deny ourselves as the authority of our lives. Now that we have declared that we will not rule our own lives, we are ready to submit to God’s will for our lives. That is what this study focuses on. The goal of this study is to understand what it means to take up our cross and to make it a daily reality in our lives. 
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This page introduces the principle and allows for discussion around the character quality of submitting to God’s will.

When you were considering college, what were some other college life options you considered besides ROTC? 

What made you decide to choose ROTC over the others?

Everyone lives under authority. Some choose ROTC, some choose fraternities or sororities, and some choose themselves as the only authority in their lives. What does it mean to live under authority?
These questions point out that cadets have chosen to live under someone else’s authority. They practice this on a daily basis like no other college student practices.

Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  - Matthew 28:18

What does it look like to live under the authority of Jesus? Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  - Matthew 28:18

What does it look like to live under the authority of Jesus?

This question is designed to get cadets thinking about what it looks like to live in submission to Christ. It helps address the issue of what it looks like to live out the will of God in our lives. The page ends with a summary of what we will discover in the study. In order to follow God’s will, we must submit to His authority, die to ourselves, and live for Jesus on a daily basis.
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I believe this page is self-explanatory and requires little comment.

Being a follower of Christ requires us to submit to God’s rule in our lives. This page will focus on what it means to take up your cross.  This page walks through the background information of the Roman cross. After you read the background that gives understanding to the statement, “take up your cross,” spend some time discussing the questions.

By the end of this page, cadets should understand that the Roman cross meant submission and death. They should also understand that Jesus submitted to the Father and died. 

Allow them time to fill out the reasons they are motivated to submit to God’s will. You can have them do this individually, in pairs, or if the group is close and small, all together.

Page 3

The goal of this page is to move from understanding the Roman cross to understanding the full meaning of the Cross of Christ. The Roman cross meant submission and death. The Cross of Christ means submission, death, AND LIFE. We can have the life of Christ in us! 

That is the beauty of submitting to Christ – it leads to life! Life does not mean riches, or wellness, or a life with no pain. It means a life that is capable of living for Christ. Living the life He created us for. 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Galatians 2:20
Spend some time in Galatians 2:20. Notice the illustration. The goal of this section is to point out that we have a choice. We can live My Life or His Life. You cannot have two lives. This is where the cross comes in. On a daily basis, will we crucify (deny our sinful flesh) our life so that Christ’s life can resurrect (live out) in our lives?

This passage gives two motivations for submitting our lives to Christ.

1. Christ loves me.

2. Christ died for me.

This is some heavy teaching. Spend some time processing it by using the questions at the bottom of the page. This is a good place to call for decisions. What will they do with this truth? Allow about 2 minutes for personal prayer time so that they can talk to God about their decision.
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This is a long study. If you made it to this point, you managed your time well. This page is meant to take home and work on during the week. This is a good way to practice daily time in the Word and practice the Bible Study method we introduced in lesson 2. If they do not have that method chart (Bible Study Method Chart, from download page), print out a few more to give them to use with this section during the week.

Also, this would be a good time to introduce fellowship around the Word. Encourage them to pair up and study some of these passages together during the week. They can read it together, answer the questions together, and pray together and for each other. This will allow them to minister to one another. This is a very important development in the life of a Christian. There are five skills you should begin to develop in their lives, and this will help them practice three of them.

1.  Worship

2.  Prayer

3.  Bible
4.  Fellowship
5.  Witnessing
When you gather next week, ask them how their daily study went.
Lesson 5 - Allegiance
Principle – The Military and your Faith require that you follow before you can lead.

This is the third study in the three studies relating to the one passage. These three studies flow in logical progression. First, you must deny yourself as the focus and authority of your own life, then you can daily submit to the will of God for your life, and then you can properly follow Him. The goal of this study is to understand what it means to follow Christ and other things the Scriptures tell us to follow.
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This page introduces the principle and allows for discussion around the character quality of following Christ.

Describe the kind of person you would follow into battle.

Why would you be willing to follow such a person?
We are all willing to follow the right people. People we trust. Ask the cadets if they know anyone in their company that would fit the description of someone they would follow into battle. Reading the oath shows the level of allegiance that we are willing to make to serve in the military.

Jesus is asking us to follow Him so that He can complete His purposes in you and in the world. What do you think it means to follow Jesus?

This question is designed to get cadets thinking about what it looks like to follow Christ. This question will give you a good idea of what the cadets think it means to follow Jesus. You can now take them to the Scriptures to see what Jesus meant when He commanded us to follow Him.
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The fact that the word “follow me” is also used in the militaries of that time for the term “fall in” is a great connection point for us. Listen to their responses to the question, “How many times a day do you hear someone yell, “Fall in!”? How do you respond?” If they are willing to respond that way to someone one year older than them, would they be willing to respond the same way to Jesus?

The chart is designed to help you walk through some verses where the same word, “follow me” is used by Jesus. This will give us a good idea of what Jesus means and how people respond. Read the passage, look at the principle, then have them evaluate how they are living out that principle as it relates to following Jesus.

Allow them time to fill out the reasons they are motivated to submit to God’s will. You can have them do this individually, in pairs, or if the group is close and small, all together.

What barriers keep us from following Jesus?

I think we would all like to follow Jesus, so what keeps us from living it out. The next page will look at three common reasons people do not follow Jesus. If we can recognize and overcome these barriers, we will be better able to follow Jesus.
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The goal of this page is to recognize common barriers to following Jesus. In Luke 9:57-62, there are three men who could not follow Jesus. Each man is evaluated and discussed in order to see if we suffer from the same barriers to following Jesus.  Let me summarize the three men and their barriers.

1. Comforts of Life. This man was not willing to give up comforts of life in order to follow Jesus. There were no guarantees of future comforts. Cadets give up many comforts to be in the military. Discuss them and ask if they are willing to not allow comfort to be a barrier to following Jesus.

2. Cares of Life. Financial stability is often a barrier to following Jesus. Jesus is not saying you cannot have money, but He is saying it can be a barrier to following Jesus. Is having money and things more important to you than being a follower of Jesus?

3. Relationships of Life. Will you let what others think of Christ be a barrier to you following Jesus? Who are you dating? Who will you marry? What other say and think about us following Jesus can become a barrier.
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This page looks at how the word “follow” is used in other passages. There are two other main things the scriptures tell us to follow. One is other godly Christians. We should follow their example. Second is that we should follow Biblical Principles.

Look at the passages about following other Christians. Who do they know in ROTC they can learn from and follow in order to strengthen their own faith? We all need mentors and teachers.

The chart that studies how to follow Biblical Principles is designed to do after the study during the week. Encourage them to look at each passage and apply the TRCI method of Bible Study we learned in lesson two to the passages. The chart will provide a refresher course. Again, have them pair up and study together during the week if possible. If any of them are having problems understanding how to have a study time in the Word, assign a leader to them to help them with it during the week.

Lesson 6 - Stewardship
Principle – The Military and Discipleship require that you manage well the assets of that which you have been entrusted.
The goal of this study is to help cadets realize that ROTC teaches them how to manage things that do not belong to them. And if they are willing to be faithful with that which ROTC entrusts to them, how much more faithful should they be in managing the things that God has entrusted to them.

Page 1

This page introduces the principle and allows for discussion around the character quality of following Christ.

Throughout your cadet training, what will be entrusted into your care? 

As you develop into a sharp cadet, what increased responsibility will ROTC entrust to you throughout your four years?

There are many things that are entrusted into the care of a cadet, and those responsibilities increase each year: Uniforms, equipment, reputation, and the most important thing… other people. ROTC develops in each cadet the character quality of stewardship. The responsibility to manage well that which is entrusted to you. 

What does Jesus entrust to us? 

What does Jesus want us to do with that which has been entrusted to us? 

This question is designed to get cadets thinking about what it looks like to recognize that if we are to be a disciple of Jesus, He then owns all our stuff, even our very lives. 
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Cadets counted the cost of being in ROTC before they joined. At some level, they knew the sacrifices they must make and as long as they remain in ROTC, they continue to make those sacrifices. That is the context of this passage. You must count the cost of being a disciple of Jesus. The passage is not telling us to go now and get rid of all that we have, it is saying that if you are to complete the life of being a disciple, you must recognize that you no longer own all that you have, God does. You are now a steward of what He has entrusted to you.

When you take a look at the Scriptures to see what it says about ownership, there are three areas that belong to God: your body, your material possessions, and your message.

Your body belongs to God. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 states that God lives in you and owns you, because He bought you with a high price. 

Spend some time discussing the next three questions on this page. There are deep implications to these realities.
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Your Possessions belong to God. It is a difficult thing to release the grip we have on our stuff and trust God to provide as He pleases. Why do we value so highly the things of this world and value so lowly the things of God? The next two questions will help cadets discuss this issue.

Your Message belongs to God. In 2 Timothy 2:2, Paul is telling Timothy that the message he taught Timothy was entrusted to him and Timothy is to be a good steward of the message from God and entrust it to others.  Notice the four generations of people that Paul refers to as they manage the message that belongs to God. (1)Paul tells (2)Timothy who teaches (3)Faithful Men who will be able to teach (4)Others.

We often have our own opinions and thoughts we love to share with others. What is God’s greatest thoughts and passions? Are we making His message our greatest message? 
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If we are stewards of what God has entrusted to us, how can we leverage what we have for God’s glory and other’s benefit. God has given each of us different gifts, abilities, and possessions. 

Break into small groups of 2-3 and have them work through and discuss with each other the chart as they fill it out. 

When we think things belong to us, we protect it. We often live by greed for more or fear that we might lose what we have. If we can release what we have as belonging to God, then we are free to serve.

Lesson 7 - Service
Principle – The Military and your Faith require that you love and serve others.
This is the third study in the three studies relating to the one passage. These three studies flow in logical progression. First, you must deny yourself as the focus and authority of your own life, then you can daily submit to the will of God for your life, and then you can properly follow Him. The goal of this study is to understand what it means to recognize that Jesus owns your stuff and to know how to manage it well.
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This page introduces the principle and allows for discussion around the character quality of loving others.

How would you define Love? Where do you learn about what love is?
ROTC is a unique place to learn how to love others. These questions are designed to allow the cadets to discuss what they have learned about love through their experiences in ROTC and life.

What person in your life has best demonstrated to you what love is? What have they taught you about love?

We learn what love is because others have loved us and demonstrated it. Jesus is the ultimate example of what love is. If we learn what love is through Jesus, then we can love others in the most ultimate way.
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In order to love others the way Jesus loves us, we must understand the Love of Jesus. 

1. Love is a Command. John 13 tells us that Jesus has given us a new command. To love others is not a new command, but the way we are to love others is new. Jesus says we are to love one another “As I have loved you.” The new standard of love is how Jesus has demonstrated His love for us.


How are we to know how to love one another? By studying how Jesus loved us. The more we realize how much Jesus loves us, the more we will be able to love others. 

By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1 John 4:9-11
2.  Love is a Person. Jesus describes what love is not by a set of definitions, but by His own life. 


What do you know about Jesus’ love for us that defines what love is? Have the cadets begin to discuss what they know about Jesus’ love for us. As you discuss how much Jesus loves us, ask how they can love others in a similar way.

3.  Love is a Testimony. Others can see and know the love of Christ through our reflection of His love to them. Spend some time discussing how you can be a testimony that shows Christ’s love and how it differs from love that comes from mankind?
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Jesus explains two relationship responsibilities we have. One is to other followers of Christ and one is to those in the world that do not follow Him. When we put our faith in Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins, we become His children and are now family members with all others who have done the same. This page discussed our responsibility to them. The next page will discuss our responsibility to those who have not put their faith in Jesus.


How important is it to love and trust the men and women you will go with to war?

What is your commitment level to them?

Cadets’ commitment level to their cadet friends is usually higher than their other relationships on campus. They know what it is like to make a deep commitment to a close group of friends.  

Allow time for the cadets to list 3 reasons why they are motivated to love other Christians. Pair them up and allow them to discuss it with others.

It helps to get ideas of what loving others as Christ has loved us looks like. Read and discuss the “One Another” passages and what it would look like in your lives.
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Our responsibility to those who do not follow Christ is to love them by reflecting Christ’s love to them. In this way they will see the love of Christ.

What you say and do as a military person reflects on America. What is it that you would like people around the world to think about America?

When you wear a uniform on a campus that is filled with students who are not in ROTC, what they think and know about ROTC is a result of watching and listening to you. You reflect ROTC to the campus. In the same way, others come to know Christ through watching you.

How can you be a witness to others so that they can see who Jesus is through your life?

How can you tell others about how much Jesus loves them?

What can you say or do this week to be a witness of the person of Jesus to those around you?

Spend some time discussing how your lives can reflect the love of Christ to those around you.
SUMMARY OF ALL SEVEN STUDIES
These closing remarks are meant to help cadets see that this is not the end of the study of the Character Qualities of a Disciple of Jesus, but it is the beginning of a life-long journey. Not only is it a life-long journey, but also we have the privilege of teaching others. Jesus not only tells us to be disciples, but we are to make disciples. If you feel that it is appropriate to the interest level of those in your group, challenge them to make disciples of others in ROTC. Discuss ways they can make disciples of their classmates throughout ROTC.
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